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Ms. Pham Doan Trang, 43, was sentenced to 9 years in prison for "Propaganda against the
State" under the Communist Party's Criminal Law. Lawyer Dang Dinh Manh said, when the
court paused, Ms. Doan Trang turned to look at the mother sitting about 5 meters behind.
Mrs. Bui Thi Thien Can, more than 80 years old, held hands and raised a thumb: "You are
Number One!"

There are 5 defense lawyers for Pham Doan Trang, Mr. Dang Dinh Manh, Nguyen Van
Mien, Le Van Luan, Ngo Anh Tuan and Ms. Pham Le Quyen. Lawyer Manh commented,
"Perhaps, only the blood of Anh Thu flowing in the veins of a Viethamese mother can
circulate and mold the resilient spirit of a Doan Trang that we have to take our hat off from
afar. ”

Pham Doan Trang founded the magazine " Law Khoa " to help Vietnamese people
understand the law to protect their rights. She worked as a journalist from 2000 to 2013,
collaborated with nearly ten domestic press agencies, such as VnExpress, Vietnamnet, Ho
Chi Minh City Law Newspaper, VTC Television, etc.

In 2014, she went to the US to receive a research scholarship from the Villa Aurora &
Thomas Mann House organization and the Feuchtwanger library at the University of
Southern California (USC). In 2015, Pham Doan Trang participated in a peaceful protest
"protect the trees" and was broken both legs by the police. She has published Nonviolent
Resistance, Prison Farming Manual, Popular Politics, all over 10 fighting works. She was

imprisoned several more times.

Why is it that after the prosecutor recommended a sentence of 7 to 8 years in prison, the
judge increased it to 9 years?


https://www.voatiengviet.com/z/6083
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Because the Communist Party is afraid. That was the comment of a newspaper in Berlin,
Germany, immediately when announcing the verdict.

Mr. Duong Hong An in Germany introduced the TAZ daily newspaper reporting the trial,
under the headline "Press freedom in Vietnam ( Pressefreiheit in Vietnam ). The newspaper
wrote the title: "Nine years in prison for female journalists" ( Neun Jahre Haft fiir
Journalistin ). TAZ explained, “The dictatorship gave the sentence too harshly, probably
because they were afraid...” Thanks to this newsletter, readers learned that “Vietnam ranks
175th out of 180 countries, in the ranking of “self-sustaining” by the press” of Reporters
Without Borders.”

Why is the Party afraid of Pham Doan Trang? TAZ wrote that they were “afraid of the
villagers” that they would continue to fight harder. A month before her arrest last year, Ms.
Trang and Will Nguyen (in the US) published a file about the village of Dong Tam, a
suburb of Hanoi, where villagers protested against the communist regime's confiscation of
their land and then being harassed. ruthless pressure. TAZ noted that “Two people from
Dong Tam commune were sentenced to death, the others were sentenced to many years in
prison.”

TAZ newspaper also published news that the Vietnamese people in the country did not
know, because no newspaper or radio station mentioned it: On the Monday before the trial,
the international organization Human Rights Watch asked the Communists to Vietnam
released Pham Doan Trang immediately. HRW accused the communists of violating the
International Covenant on Freedoms that they signed in 1982. TAZ newspaper also
recalled, in 2017 the human rights organization "People in Need" in the Czech Republic
(Czech) had awarded her with the Homo-Homini Preis (Homo-Homini Preis) award, and in
2019 Reporters Without Borders awarded her the "Press Freedom" award. PEN Center in
Germany honored Pham Doan Trang as an honorary member; demanded that the
Vietnamese communist state release her.

Professor Nguyen Quang A shows another reason why the Party is afraid of Pham Doan
Trang: Because the very crime of "anti-state" they accuse her of is absurd. He wrote, “...in
principle no one can oppose a state...but everyone has the right to oppose a government...
when it does wrong...”



Journalist Tuan Khanh also saw the Party's weakness. Because of the lack of reason,
"obscenity." The Party is afraid of Pham Doan Trang because she "advocates to fight with
reason and words." And the Party does not think of reasons! Secretly, the Party has to use
violent actions, language, and degrading. Tuan Khanh recounted that in 2017, after Doan
Trang published the book Politics of the People abroad and was arrested, she was taken to a
cell. After she asked again and again why she was imprisoned, no one could answer one
question. Instead of saying “I just followed the order above,” a young police officer pointed
his finger at her face, shouting, “Fuck your face...!” That is the familiar logic and words of
the Party.

The 9-year prison sentence is the language "D.M." of the uneducated when they lose
reason. Nguyen Quang A sees the same 9-year sentence: “...only the weak resort to such
brutal repressive measures...” But he also sees the result as “just making more people more
determined!” Moreover, “many people see the illegal actions of the government, and that
are really harmful to the government.”

The day after the sentence for Ms. Doan Trang, protestors Trinh Ba Phuong and Ms.
Nguyen Thi Tam were sentenced to 10 and 6 years in prison. Ms. Tam was present, as a
woman demanding liberal democracy, along with Le Thi Cong Nhan, Ta Phong Tan, Huynh
Thuc Vy, Nguyen Ngoc Nhu Quynh, and so on. Perhaps the Communist Party is more
afraid of fighting women than men. Because when they speak up, the influence will be
stronger. The first leaders to claim independence for the Vietnamese people were Ba Trung
and Ba Trieu. The Han army and the Wu army defeated the women. But History forever
records the heroic women.

Pham Doan Trang's last words refer to a historic trial: “Brothers and sisters, you can put me
in jail and gloat in victory because you have removed a thorn in your eyes for many years;
but forever you will not be able to erase the bad reputation, dictatorship, undemocratic, anti-
democratic. Since the beast is forever an animal, it can never become a human.”



After reading the news of the 9-year sentence, Pham Thi Hoai looked back at the history of
Germany, where she lives, repeating a verdict: "There is nothing more dishonorable to a
civilized people than to accept the death of a civilized nation with folded arms. ruled by a
group of leaders who are irresponsible and obey only dark instincts. If this people has lost
all individual dignity and is reduced to a soulless and cowardly mob, yes, then it deserves to
perish.” Those are the words of student Sophie Scholl, 21, calling on Germans to fight the
Nazis. She was captured and killed. But her accusations have been remembered by history.

Pham Doan Trang also sentenced. In the end, History will judge. The Communist Party will
not get away with the trial of History.




